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The unfortunate men, forbidden to walk the
streets of the capital unless so strangely accoutred,
and not daring to promenade without because of
the ridicule which would be heaped on their heads
by the hillmen, were wont miserably to change their
garb under the shadow of the walls of Kabul
No more poignant hurt can be administered to an
Afghan than through his dignity. He may be poor;
he may even be hungry ; but his dignity is always
a precious possession from which he will not lightly
be parted. He lost the goodwill of the chiefs as he
had already lost that of the mullahs. Because
Amamillah was precipitate,, and because he had
failed to weigh all considerations, he lost his throne^
The mullahs whispered that their ruler had been
accursed by the infidel, and that these strange orders
were the manifestations of the Evil One.
When, in order to finance his schemes, some of
Amanullah's much-favoured officers collected advance
land taxes, the people were more than ready to believe
the mullahs, and this attempt at progress brought, not
advancement but a cruel civil war, and an even more
unpalatable " peace,3* when for nine months a water-
carrier's son held the Arg Palace of Kabul, and
terrorized the country-
His Highness the Aga Khan, although outspoken in
his addresses, had to tread warily, and although he
encountered considerable opposition from the older
generation, he won over the younger men little by
little, His Highness, of course, was able to speak
with unique authority. When he criticized so severely
modern interpretations of the Koran, he spoke not